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       (The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or discussion that 
occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization intended for general 
informational purposes.  All motions and votes are the official records). 

 
SPECIAL ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
          A special meeting of the Ordinance Committee was held on Thursday, March 29, 2012 in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
          The meeting was called to order at 7:15 P.M. by the Chair. 
 
Present:                Councilman Paul H. Archetto, Chair 
                             Councilman Steven A. Stycos, Vice-Chair 
                             Councilman James E. Donahue 
                             Council President Anthony J. Lupino 
  
Absent:                 Councilman Emilio L. Navarro 
                              Councilwoman Maria A. Bucci 
  
Also Present:        Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr. 
                             Councilman Michael W. Favicchio 
                             Gerald Cordy, Director of Administration 
                             Mark Capuano, Deputy Director of Administration 
                             Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor 
                             Patrick Quinlan, City Council Legal Counsel 
                             Carlos Lopez, Director of Constituent and Government Affairs 
                             Jackie Caruolo, City Registrar 
                             Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
                             Ron Ronzio, Stenographer 
 
Resolution adopting a Redistricting Plan for the City’s Six Wards. 
The Ordinance Committee is holding a special meeting for further consideration and 
discussions of revisions to Map M (original proposal) and alternate districts represented as 
Scenario Q, R, T, and U *and V. All maps can be viewed on line at:  [click here to view]
 
Public Hearings: 
 
          Eileen Grossman, 84 South Hill Drive, appeared to speak and questioned why Dean 
Estates, where she lives, split between two different Wards. 
 
          Hillary Davis, Policy Associate with RI ACLU, appeared to address issues such as the 
ACI.  She stated that Ward 6 is 25% prisoners.  The ACLU has the following solutions: 

• Use group quarters data removing the prisoners from the equation because 
they are not all residents of Cranston.  this can be done by the City without 
State approval; 

• Enact a permanent solution.   
 

http://web.cranstonri.org/chnas02_Imaging/PublicViewing/RedistrictingDocs/Alternatives.pdf
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Ms. Davis stated that minority voting power is another concern of the ACLU with redistricting.  
The ACLU encourages the City Council to release some data showing where the minority groups 
are living for the public to view. 
 
          Bruce Saccoccio, 42 Vincent Way, appeared to speak and stated that Senate Bill 2489 
Sub(A) passed Senate Judiciary Commission.  If proposed maps Q, T & U are adopted, they 
would violate State law.  He suggested that only maps M, R or V be considered or voted on. 
 
          Carol Aguasvivas, 37 Crawford St., appeared to speak and stated that she had a very hard 
time obtaining information on the City’s website and could not access the links.  She is also 
concerned that her neighborhood is being split. 
 
          Sou Solight, 100 Hillwood St., appeared to speak and stated that the first link on the City’s 
website was not operating correctly.  She fears that her area would not have opportunity to grow 
politically with this proposed redistricting plan. 
 
          Councilman Stycos motioned to accept map “Q”.  Councilman Archetto seconded the 
motion. 
Under Discussion: 
          Councilman Donahue asked Ms. Caruolo to address the issues the speakers stated 
regarding not being able to access the links on the City’s website.  He has also had problems 
accessing the links from his home. 
 
          Council President Lupino stated that he also had problems opening the links, even in the 
past, but he changed the security settings and has had no problems.  He also indicated that the 
maps have also been available to the public in the Board of Canvassing Office. 
 
          Chair indicated to map “Q” and stated that Crawford St. has not been affected.  This street 
has always been part of Ward 3 and is still in Ward 3.  There is no affect or change in the 
Arlington, Hillwood St. neighborhood. 
 
          Council President Lupino addressed the issue of the ACLU and the prisoners and stated 
that if we don’t include the prisoners and at some point in time, a prisoner is allowed to vote, 
they could sue the City through the ACLU. 
 
          Council President Lupino stated that he cannot support map “Q”.  He supports map “T”. 
 
          Solicitor Kirshenbaum asked what the purpose of removing the prisoners from the count 
is.  Ms. Davis stated that it is the most effective temporary solution.  They are highly likely not to 
be Ward 6 voters.   
 
          Councilman Donahue asked how map “Q” compares to other maps in the City as to 
maximizing minority population.  Ms. Caruolo stated that she does not see it varying that much.  
She stated that between Wards 3, 2 and 1, there are a large minority population.   
 
          Councilman Donahue stated that a speaker mentioned a pending Senate Bill regarding 
less then 500 registered voters in a precinct.  He asked what the consequences would be to the 
City if map “Q” is enacted and the General Assembly passes that bill.  Solicitor Kirshenbaum 
stated that the particular precinct would have to be changed if the bill passes, it may not even 
pass. 
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          Ms. Caruolo stated that map “Q” has 42 precincts.   
 
          Chair stated that he is in favor of map “Q” because it keeps Knightsville intact and Ward 
3 is not affected.  It keeps the neighborhood together.  It adheres to minority voting, even though 
there are small changes.  Map “Q” is much more logical of the maps. 
 
          Councilman Favicchio questioned why the Dean Estates neighborhood cannot be 
maintained and why it splits.  Councilman Santamaria stated that that is a General Assembly 
line.  We can change that, but these maps were drawn by the General Assembly line. 
 
          Councilman Donahue motioned to amend map “Q” as follows:  “shift boundary line 
between Ward 4 and 6 south to Route 37 to Oaklawn Ave. and run from Oaklawn Ave. push 
boundary between Ward 6 and 5 up so it crosses Sagamore to Budlong”.  Councilman Archetto 
seconded the motion. 
Under Discussion: 
          Councilman Donahue stated that this would address the concern of Dean Estates as to the 
Ward Council, as addressed by a member of the public.  Ms. Caruolo stated that map “Q”, Ward 
4 has 13,724 voters.  If this change is made, it would have 13,642 voters.  Ward 5 in map “Q” 
has 13,851 voters.  With this change, it would have 13,817 voters. 
 
          Councilman Santamaria addressed the statement of Dean Estates being split and stated 
that this has been split since 2002.  Councilman Donahue’s amendment would put this area 
intact. 
 
Roll call was taken on motion to amend map “Q” as stated by Councilman Donahue and motion 
passed on a vote of 3-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Archetto, 
Stycos and Donahue -3. 
 
          Council President Lupino motioned to amend map “Q” as follows:  “beginning point 
Phenix Ave. facing north heading easterly along Metropolitan Ave. around Meshanticut Lake to 
Dean St. southerly along the bike path back to Route 37 and make this part of Ward 4”.  This 
would be reflecting scenario “T”.  Councilman Archetto seconded the motion. 
Under Discussion: 
          Ms. Caruolo stated that she thinks this would put us over the 5%.  After some 
computation, Ms. Caruolo stated that the amendments puts us at 6.8% under in Ward 5.   
 
          Councilman Donahue stated that perhaps another meeting can be scheduled so the 
Canvassing Clerk can run the numbers with these amendments.  Ms. Caruolo suggested having 
another meeting next week. 
 
Roll call was taken on motion to amend map “Q” as stated by Council President Lupino and 
motion failed on a vote of 1-2.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman 
Archetto -1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos and Donahue -
2. 
 
Roll call was taken on adopting map “Q” as amended and motion passed on a vote of 3-0.  The 
following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Archetto, Stycos and Donahue -3. 
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          Chair indicated that this will go before the full City Council for vote to a date to be 
determined as amended by Councilman Donahue.  Councilman Santamaria questioned if 
amendments can be made at that time.  Council President Lupino stated, no, because that would 
need another meeting so the numbers can be provided by the Canvassing Clerk. 
 

 
  

 The meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Rosalba Zanni 
     Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
 


